PROCEEDINGS OF THE GOVERNMENT OF KARNATAKA

Subject: Restriction on use of drinking water for non-potable purposes in       
              Bangalore City.
Read: 
1. Environment (Protection) Act, 1986.

2. Letter No. KSPCB/MC/treated wastewater/2003-04/187 dated 17.06.2003
Preamble:

The State of Karnataka is facing severe drought for the third consecutive year. Successive failure of monsoons has resulted in acute shortage of drinking water. Every drop of drinking water is precious and hence needs to be conserved and utilized judiciously with diligence. The UN declaration of this year’s World Environment Day theme as “Water-2 billion people are dying for it” as well as declaration of the Year-2003 as International Year of Freshwater by UNDP are significant and calls for concerted action to mitigate this crisis.

The Bangalore Water Supply & Sewerage Board (BWSSB) provides drinking water to Bangalore to an extent of about 860 MLD. People also augment their needs through bore wells, but the quantity is comparatively very less. Approximately 80 percent of the drinking water supplied-that is 688 MLD-flows as wastewater. Out of this, BWSSB is providing secondary level treatment to 347 MLD and tertiary level treatment to 71MLD of wastewater only.

Wastage of drinking water may be attributed to the tendency of the general public, entrepreneurs etc., to use potable water for purposes other than drinking such as gardening, washing, servicing and cleaning of vehicles, civil construction activities etc., Bangalore mahanagara Palike uses fresh water for maintenance of parks and so is the case with maintenance of Lalbagh and Cubbon Park by Horticulture Department While it is ideal to completely ban use of drinking water for non-potable purposes, it has become imperative to issue directions under Environment (Protection) Act 1986 to Bangalore Water Supply and Sewage Board, BMP and Horticulture Department to use  only tertiary treated water for non-potable purposes so that use of fresh drinking water for non-potable purposes can be reduced. The Karnataka State Pollution Control Board has also recommended to the Government accordingly vide reference (2) above. Discussions were held with Chairman, Bangalore Water Supply and Sewage Board, also: Hence this order.

Government Order No: FEE 188 ENV 2003, Bangalore Dated 14-08-2003

In the circumstances explained in the preamble and in exercise of the powers conferred under section 5 of the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 the Government hereby directs the Commissioner, Bangalore Mahanagara Palike (BMP) and Director, Horticulture Department, Chairman, Karnataka State Pollution Control Board. Secretary to Government, PWD and Principal Secretary, Transport Department, to take all necessary steps to ensure that only tertiary treated water is used for non-potable purposes, like all gardening including parks, resorts and golf course, washing servicing and cleaning of vehicles and all civil construction activities like building multistoried apartments, commercial complexes, housing complexes of private developers and State government and Central government, including roads and bridges in Bangalore city.

The Government further directs the respective license issuing and plan sanctioning authorities to invariably include the condition in their approvals and licenses that only tertiary treated water shall be used for non potable purposes as stated above”.


Bangalore Water Supply and Sewage Board shall not sanction potable water supply connection to all such activities as mentioned above.


In the first phase, Government directs that use of tertiary treated water sholu be encouraged for the following. The enforcing authority is also shown against each activity.

1.  Use of water for BMP parks                          - Commissioner, BMP

2. Construction of apartments,


-  K.S.P.C.B
Commercial buildings, housing

            Complexes of private developers  

State government and Central Government

3. Construction of roads in


- K.S.P.C.B

Bangalore city Municipalities
     

            Around Bangalore, layouts of  


BMP, BDA, KHB, National
            Highways, PWD roads

       4.  Service centers of servicing of  

- K.S.P.C.B


            Cars, trucks, servicing of BMTC 
            Vehicles at bus depots.


Bangalore Water Supply and Sewage
 Board will make all arrangements including construction of filling points, installation of vending machines at sewage treatment plants for supply of tertiary treated water in multiples of thousand litres.


Bangalore Water Supply and Sewage Board will issue periodically appeals to public to conserve potable water.


This direction comes into effect immediately and non-compliance of the directions attracts penal provisions in accordance with section 15 and section 17 of the Environment (Protection) Act 1986.







 By order and in the name of








  Governor of Karnataka,



















Sd/-









       (V.R.Gaikwad)







            Under Secretary to Government






          Forest, Ecology and Environment Department



