FOREST, ECOLOGY AND ENVIRONMENT SECRETARIAT

Sub: Measures to combat Air Pollution in Bangalore City.
Read: 1. G.O. No. FEE 120 ECO 2002 dated 02.12.2003

                      2. Letter No. KSPCB/25/CC/2004/581 dated 16.01'.2004.

 




    3. Gazetted Notification No. DEE 5 ECO 87 dated 30.5.1988. 
PREAMBLE: 

The Honorable Supreme Court of India on 14.08.2003 while dealing with Writ Petition No. 13029/85(Civil-PIL) (M.C. Mehta Vs Union of India & others) has observed alarming levels of pollution in 7 cities of the country including, among others, the Bangalore city. Further, it has also observed that the most critical form of pollution in Bangalore city is Respirable Suspended Particulate Matter (RSPM). The Honorable Supreme Court has directed that the State shall draw plan for lowering the rate of RSPM level in Bangalore City to be placed before the Environment Pollution (Prevention and Control) Authority. 

Pursuant to the directions of the Hon'ble Supreme Court, the Government has issued G.O. No. FEE 120 ECO 2002 on 02.12.2003 (vide reference-2) with directions, among others, that Karnataka State Pollution Control Board (KSPCB) shall take action to promote use of cleaner fuels used by major industries in DG sets and boilers as a part of the approved Air Quality Improvement Action Plan for Bangalore City within Outer Ring Road limits of Bangalore. 

High Speed Diesel (HSD) containing 0.05% sulphur is already being supplied within Outer Ring Road limits of Bangalore and the use of this cleaner HSD by industries in DG sets, plants (such as boilers etc) and other equipments would help further reduce sulphur emissions to a considerable extent thereby contributing to lesser air pollution. 

The KSPCB (vide letter under reference-2) in view of the recommendation of the 153rd Board meeting on 26.12.2003, has requested the Government to notify under Section 19 of the Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981 the use of High Speed Diesel (HSD) containing 0.05% Sulphur by industries (located in Bangalore agglomeration area) in Diesel Generator sets and other plants/equipments instead of HSD containing 0.25% Sulphur. 
In exercise of' powers under Section 19(1) of the Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981 the Government has declared the entire state as air pollution control area (vide reference-3). 
Under Section 19(3) of the Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981 if the State Government, after consultation with the State Board, is of opinion that the use of any fuel, other than an approved fuel, in any air pollution control area or part thereof, may cause or is likely to cause air pollution, it may, by notification in the Official Gazette, prohibit the use of such fuel in such area or part thereof with effect from such as may be specified in the notification. Hence this Order. 
Government Order No. FEE 120 ECO 2002, Bangalore, Dated: 16th March 2004

In the circumstances explained in the preamble and in exercise of the powers conferred under section 19(3) read with section 18 of the Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981, the Government hereby directs the Karnataka State Pollution Control Board (KSPCB) to take all necessary steps to ensure mandatory use of High Speed Diesel (HSD) containing 0.05% sulphur (instead of HSD containing 0.25% sulphur) by industries located within Outer Ring Road limits of Bangalore in the following: 

1. Diesel Generator sets (of capacity 5 KVA and above) and 
2. Other plants/equipments (such as boilers etc where LDO/HSD is used as fuel). 
This order comes into effect 3 months from the date of publication in the official gazette. 

The KSPCB is required to furnish the action taken report to the Secretary, (Environment & Ecology), Forest, Ecology and Environment Department monthly. 
      By Order and in the name of the Governor of Karnataka, 
P.R. 369 






V.R. GAIKWAD     

  Under Secretary to Government, Forest, Ecology and Environment Department. CORRIGENDUM 

