Proceedings of the Government of Karnataka

Sub: Site/Environmental Clearance in Mining Sector-Regarding.

Read: 1. EIA notification No.S.O.60(E) dated 27.1.1994 amended from time to time.

2. Handal book published by MoEF (1995)

3. MoEF Circular No.J-11016/12/94-IA.II(M) dated 17.6.1996.
4. MoEF Circular No.J-20012/11/98-IA-II(M) dated 12.2.2002

5. MoEF Circular No.Z-12013/14/2002-IA.II(M) dated 4.12.2002

6. G.O.No.FEE 14 ENV 2000 dated 31.12.2001 and 21.8.2003.

7. Proceedings of the meeting dated 1.9.2003 
Preamble:


The EIA Notification (vide Reference-1) issued by the Ministry of Environment and Forests (MOEF), Government of India, requires new projects and expansions to obtain environmental clearance for activities beyond the threshold limits as indicated in Schedule-I of the Notification. As regards projects in the mining sector, the Notification inter-alia provides for the following:

(a) Site Clearance from MoEF, Government of India

i. Prospecting and exploration of major minerals in areas above 500 ha.

ii. Mining projects (major minerals) with leases more than 5 ha.

(b) Environmental Clearance from MoEF, Government of India
i.  Mining projects (major minerals) with leases more than 5 ha.

During the meeting held under the chairpersonship of the Principal Secretary, Forest, Ecology and Environment on 1.9.2003 (vide reference -7) it was decided that an appropriate Government Order is to be issued requesting the user agencies to submit such proposals for site clearance and environmental clearance to Ministry of Environment and Forests, Government of India through the State Government. The same procedure has been introduced in the Circular dated 17.6.1996 and 12.2.2002 issued by Ministry of Environment and Forests, Government of India (vide reference-3 & 4).

The Ministry of Environment and Forests has clarified in its Handbook (vide reference) that other mining projects involving less than 5 ha of land are required to approach concerned State Government departments for obtaining necessary clearances.


The procedural requirements for site clearance and environmental clearance from the Central and State Government in case of mining of major/minor minerals in different lease areas need to be clarified. Hence this order.

GOVERNMENT ORDER No. FEE 14 ENV 2004,

BANGALORE, DATED: 16.01.2004


In the circumstances explained in the preamble, the Government hereby issues the following orders in case of mining projects in the State:
A. Site Clearance: 

Site clearance is mandatory for projects involving prospecting and exploration of major minerals in areas above 500 ha and (ii) Mining (major minerals) in areas above 5 ha from Ministry of Environment and Forests, Government of India. However no prior site clearance is required for projects involving prospecting and exploration of major minerals in area above 500 ha provided it is for test drilling on a scale not exceeding 5 horeholes per 100 sq. km. (vide reference-5). The application seeking site clearance as prescribed in schedule II of the EIA notification shall be routed through Department of Mines and Geology for consideration. (Vide reference-3). Public Hearing is not required for obtaining site clearance.
B. Environmental Clearance

Mandatory environmental clearance is required for mining projects (major minerals) with leases more than 5 ha from Ministry of Environment and Forests, Government of India. The application seeking environmental clearance as prescribed in schedule II of the EIA notification shall be routed through Department Forest, Ecology and Environment (DFEE) for consideration after mandatory public hearing. However, mining projects (major minerals) where the lease area is less than 25 ha are exempted from public hearing.
Mandatory environmental clearance is required for mining projects (major minerals) with leases more than 5 ha from mining projects (major minerals) with lease areas above 0.5 ha from State Environmental Clearance Committee (SECC). The application form prescribed by Department of Forest, Ecology and Environment for consideration.

Note:


In case of project proposals, where forest land under Forest(Conservation) Act, 1980 is a part of the project site, prior forestry clearance by Forest Department is essential for environmental clearance either by Central or State Government as the case may be.


This order comes into effect immediately.







By order and in the name of







  Governor of Karnataka,








    Sd/-







       (V.R. Gaikwad)

Under Secretary to Government, 




               Forest, Ecology and Environment Department,


